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ABSTRACT 
 

This study assessed the potential of erosion and its impact on Gihira Water Treatment 

Plant and Gisenyi Hydropower Plant in Sebeya catchment, Rwanda. The study 

determined the perception of the population on the existence of erosion, its impacts, major 

contributing factors, and organisations that contribute in its control in Sebeya catchment; 

it also characterized the catchment for risk of erosion potential, and determined the impact 

of erosion on Gihira WTP and Gisenyi HPP.   Questionnaire was used in determining the 

perception of the population about erosion in the catchment. Digital Elevation Models 

(DEM), different digitized land uses, soil types, rainfall and available maps were used to 

characterize the catchment for erosion potential. Statistical tests were used to assess the 

differences in electricity generation between the raining seasons and dry seasons and how 

sediment transported in Sebeya River influences clean water production and the cost of 

its treatment. Water turbidity was used to characterize the variability of water quality. The 

results show that both local population and relevant administration perceive the existence 

of soil erosion in the catchment and considered deforestation, soil types, steep slopes, 

rainfall, farming methods, mining activities, and informal settlement as the major factors 

contributing to erosion in the catchment. The obtained maps during characterization 

indicate high potential for erosion especially because of poor agricultural practices, 

deforestation, soil types and steep slopes at upstream end of the catchment. The Gisenyi 

HPP was found to be more efficient in power generation during the dry season than in the 

raining season. The level of variability of turbidity was found to be statistically significant 

with the value of F greater than Fc. Production of potable water affairs to be high in some 

dry months than some months in the raining season and the cost of production of cubic 

meter of water is lower during the dry season than the raining season as expected. It was 

concluded that erosion is an issue in Sebeya catchment; it is leading to loss of soil fertility 

and agricultural lands and it is negatively impacting on hydropower generation and clean 

water production. The initiatives put in place to control erosion are producing results. It 

is recommended that more of these initiatives be put in place.  
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RÉSUMÉ 

Cette étude a évalué le potentiel de l'érosion et son impact sur l'usine de traitement de 

l'eau de Gihira et l'usine hydroélectrique de Gisenyi dans le bassin versant de Sebeya, au 

Rwanda. L'étude a déterminé la perception de la population sur l'existence de l'érosion, 

ses impacts, ses principaux facteurs contributifs et les organisations qui contribuent à son 

contrôle dans le bassin versant de Sebeya; Il a également caractérisé le bassin versant 

pour le risque de potentiel d'érosion et a déterminé l'impact de l'érosion sur Gihira WTP 

et Gisenyi HPP. Un questionnaire a été utilisé pour déterminer la perception de la 

population de l'érosion dans le bassin versant. Les modèles d'élévation numérique (DEM), 

les différentes utilisations des terres numérisées, les types de sols, les précipitations et les 

cartes disponibles ont été utilisés pour caractériser le bassin versant pour le potentiel 

d'érosion. Des tests statistiques ont été utilisés pour évaluer les différences de production 

d'électricité entre les saisons de pluie et les saisons sèches et la façon dont les sédiments 

transportés dans la rivière Sebeya influencent la production d'eau propre et le coût de son 

traitement. La turbidité de l'eau a été utilisée pour caractériser la variabilité de la qualité 

de l'eau. Les résultats montrent que la population locale et l'administration concernée 

perçoivent l'existence de l'érosion des sols dans le bassin versant et considèrent la 

déforestation, les types de sols, les pentes abruptes, les précipitations, les méthodes 

agricoles, les activités minières et le règlement informel comme facteurs majeurs 

contribuant à l'érosion dans le bassin versant. Les cartes obtenues lors de la caractérisation 

indiquent un fort potentiel d'érosion, notamment en raison des mauvaises pratiques 

agricoles, de la déforestation, des types de sols et des pentes abruptes en amont du bassin 

versant. Le HPP de Gisenyi a été jugé plus efficace dans la production d'électricité 

pendant la saison sèche que dans la saison des pluies. Le niveau de variabilité de la 

turbidité a été statistiquement significatif avec la valeur de F supérieure à Fc. La 

production de l'eau potable est élevée pendant quelques mois secs pendant quelques mois 

dans la saison des pluies et le coût de production du mètre cube d'eau est plus faible 

pendant la saison sèche que la saison des pluies comme prévu. On a conclu que l'érosion 
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est un problème dans le bassin versant de Sebeya; Il entraîne une perte de fertilité des sols 

et des terres agricoles et affecte négativement la production d'hydroélectricité et la 

production d'eau potable. Les initiatives mises en place pour contrôler l'érosion produisent 

des résultats. Il est recommandé de mettre en place plus de ces initiatives. 
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Chapter one 

INTRODUCTION   

1.1 Background 
 

1.1.1 General 
 

Soil erosion by water is recognized as one of the major causes of land degradation 

globally. Though lands under activities such as pastures, forestry, mining, unpaved 

roads, and construction sites are usually affected by erosion, lands under agricultural 

activities are the most affected. More than 80% of worldôs agricultural land suffers soil 

erosion, from moderate to severe level leading to the loss of about 0.5 to 400 tons per 

hectare per year with an average loss of 3 tons per hectare per year, Widomski, (2011). 

Rwanda is one of the African countries that are severely affected by erosion; the soils 

of the country is naturally fragile and are generated by physicochemical alteration of 

basic schistose, quartzite, gneissic, granite and volcanic rocks that make up the 

superficial geology of the country (MIDMAR, 2015) In Rwanda, the degradation of the 

natural environment is particularly linked with soil erosion that affects the important 

portion of agricultural land. Some of the contributing factors to soil erosion in Rwanda 

includes: mountainous nature of the terrain, High population density, rapid population 

growth and demand for more natural resources, poor agricultural practices, short time 

high intensity rainfall, deforestation, poor management of mining sites, uncontrolled 

river sand mining etc. Though series of initiatives are being implemented country wide 

to control erosion with the aim of curtailing it negative impacts, still its consequences 

are very obvious and they include the followings:  

i. Loss of soil and fertility by the eroded land leading to reduction in crop yield and 

loss of agricultural land;  

ii.  Sediment transport leading to poor water quality as well as affecting infrastructural 

performance e.g. water treatment for domestic supply, hydropower generation, etc.   
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iii.  Sedimentation resulting in blockage drainages leading to flooding and destruction 

of agricultural crops, houses, infrastructures (road, bridges, etc.) sometimes even 

leading to loss of life for example Gishiwati flood of 2007 about 24 people died, 

many crops were washed away and a lot of houses were destroyed. 

Among the above-mentioned consequences of erosion in Rwanda this study focused on 

the impact of erosion on Gihira Water Treatment Plant, and Gisenyi hydropower Plant 

located in Sebeya catchment.  

Rwanda ñland of thousand hillsò as it is referred to is small country of about 26,338 

square kilometers. It is located in the Central/ East Africa. It is boarded by Uganda to 

the north, Tanzania to the east, Burundi to the south and Democratic Republic of Congo 

to west. It is located between 1004ò and 2051ò latitude south and between 28053ò and 

30053ò longitude east RoR, 2004.  Rwanda is the head water of two major African River 

Basins, Congo Basin and Nile Basing. The Congo Basin covers about 30% of the 

territory of the country and drains about 10% of water while the Nile Basin covers about 

70% of the territory and drains about 90% of the water, see Figure 1. Sebeya catchment 

is a sub-catchment of Congo Basin in Rwanda (REMA, 2015).  

 

Figure 1.1 Repartition of Nile and Congo Basins 
 

Rwanda with an estimated population of twelve million people and population density 

of about 456 persons per square kilometer is the densest country in African. The 

population growth is at 2.6 %. The country is water stress and with about 0.5 hectares 
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per household it is also experiencing shortage of land resources (REMA, 2015: NISR, 

2016).  

Rwanda target to achieved 100% access to water and sanitation and 70% access to 

electricity in hydropower is expected to make substantial contribution. by the 2020 

(Vision 2020, 2015). Currently access to improved water supply is about 85%, while 

access to electricity is about 35%. To achieve the above-mentioned targets and maintain 

the level is a serious challenge considering the rapid population growth (see Figure 1.2), 

water scarce state of the country and the level land degradation that is impending water 

resources development.  

 

Figure 1.2 Trends in population growth from 1978 to 2032 

Source: (REMA, 2015) 

It worse to mention that in 2012 86.3 percent of the energy used was derived from wood. 

Though the domestic hydropower potential of Rwanda is about 400 MW only about 

98.5 MW was utilized 2015 (REMA, 2015). Total hydropower production has been 

decreasing from 1960 to 2006, after this period it has revived again. The government 

has increased investments in energy production including domestic and regional 

hydropower projects Figure 2.3 and Table 1.1 (African Development Bank Group, 

2013).                                                                                
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                                                                      Table 1.1 Hydropower production in 2014 

  

 

Figure 1.3 Investment in energy production  

Source:(African Development Bank Group, 2013)                Source: (REMA, 2015) 

 

Rwanda is a water scare country and because only 2.23 percent of its available water 

resources is being utilized with irrigation activities consuming between 80 and 90 of 

available water there is still possibility expansion of water resources development. The 

main source of drinking water is protected springs water because it represents 38 percent 

of potable water usage, the second is public taps with 26 percent; only 5 percent of the 

population have piped water supply system running to their dwellings. Water resources 

face threats related to management, population growth, urbanization, erosion, droughts 

and floods; this has resulted in water pollution where E-coli, Coliforms, high organic 

matters, and sediments loads are the main elements of water quality issues. (REMA, 

2015). 
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1.1.2 Problem Statement  
 

Management of water resources has become a critical problem in Rwanda due to climate 

change, soil type, topography, population pressure and lack of other alternatives of  

livelihood options for sustainable use of  natural resource (REMA, 2015). Population 

growth, declining resources and poverty are causing over exploitation of the natural 

resources and this has resulted in environmental issues such as land degradation, water 

pollution, floods, erosion, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, reduction in hydropower 

generation due to siltation, difficulty in purification of surface water for domestic use 

and use of buffer zones of water bodies. Climate change projections show that there will 

be increase severity of the above-mentioned issues mostly in northwest of the country. 

Erosion is one of the major land degradation issues in Rwanda. Erosion and its 

consequent sediment transportation and deposition is leading to loss of soil fertility and 

agricultural lands, as well as surface water pollution causing negative impacts on 

hydropower generation and clean water production among others. By 2015, more than 

50 percent of the land in Rwanda has been put into crop production to increase food 

security, this has increases the severity of soil erosion resulting in loss of about 250 

tons/ ha / year, with a yearly losses of nutrients of about 945,200 tons of organic 

materials, 41,210 tons of nitrogen, 200 tons of phosphorus and 3055 tons of potash. (K. 

Fidele et al., 2016). Agriculture employs about 70% of the population of Rwanda and it 

is main contributor to GDP in the country (REMA, 2015). 

Sebeya sub-catchment one of the main sub-catchments of Congo Basin in Rwanda is 

one of the sub-catchments that are mostly affected by erosion that is generating a lot of 

sediments that is transported and deposited within the stream and rivers of the 

catchment. In addition, Gishwati Forest located in Sebeya catchment was subjected to 

massive deforestation just adding to land deterioration and surface water pollution. In 

1933 the forest covers about 100,000 ha and by 2002 remains only about 600 ha just 

about 2% of its original area (Kisioh. H, 2015). The impacts of this degradation are felt 

on the infrastructures performance in the catchment example performance of water 
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treatment plants and hydropower plants in the catchment. The impacts of erosion on 

other components of the catchment have not been quantified.  Therefore, it is important 

to understand the perception of the people in the catchment about erosion, determine 

the main factors contributing to erosion and quantify its impact on the population and 

infrastructures in the catchment.  

The main aim of this study was to assess the potential of soil erosion in Sebeya 

catchment and quantify its impacts on Gihira Water Treatment Plant and Gisenyi 

Hydropower Plant. 

1.2 Objective of the research 

1.2.1 Main objective 

The main objective of this study was to assess the potential of soil erosion in Sebeya 

catchment and quantify it impacts on water treatment for domestic use and hydropower 

generation.  

 

1.2.2 Specific objectives 

 

Different activities were done in order to achieve the main objective; they specifically 

include: 

1. To determine the perception of the local people and administration on the 

existence of erosion and its impacts on the population and the surrounding 

environment; 

2. To characterize the catchment in term of the major factors contributing to 

erosion;  

3. To assess the impacts of sediments transport on the power production of Gisenyi 

HPP; 

4. To assess the impacts of sediments transports on potable water production at 

Gihira WTP. 
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1.3     Research questions 

   

¶ What are the perceptions of the local people and administration on the existence 

of erosion and its impacts on the population and the surrounding environment in 

Sebeya catchment? 

¶ What are the characteristics of Sebeya catchment that support erosion? 

¶ How does erosion and consequence sediment transport in Sebeya catchment is 

impacting on hydropower generation of Gisenyi Hydropower Plant? 

¶ How does erosion and consequence sediment transport in Sebeya catchment is 

impacting on potable water production at Gihira WTP? 

1.4 Research Motivation  

 

What do planners understand on human activities and developed water resources 

interaction? I hope the research results will rise up level of awareness in planning of 

water resources development for stakeholders in domain, bearing in mind the adverse 

effects of erosion; mostly when it comes to the country where land is becoming more 

and scarcer, population pressure on natural resources is increasing because their 

economic activities rely on it. It is crucial to bring concept of win ï win situation 

between water companies and the community and enhance decentralization of water 

resources management institutions at catchment level.  

Government of Rwanda puts in place many programs related to conservation of water 

resources, like water related 2020 goal considers continuous investments in protecting 

and management as well as water infrastructures development, and they point out some 

challenges centered by land scarcity, population pressure and poverty. In addition, high 

percentage of the population rely on agriculture, this requires to think out of the box 

where different scenarios must be studied and implemented; one of them is payment for 

ecosystem services and it is form of land use likely to secure the service. 
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Different initiatives in the domain like EDPRS I and II, Vision 2020, MDGs and SDGs 

have contributed in improved drinking water accessibility but there is still much to 

perform. Internationally, proper management of the catchment is linked to proper water 

resources management, the latter requires proper and continuous cooperation of the 

farmers and water and energy companies. Best land use practices must be adopted to 

reduce erosion rate which is the main source of water pollution (sedimentation, 

eutrophication, organic matter transport, etc).  

1.5  Scope of the study 

 

The research quantified the potential of soil erosion in Sebeya catchment assessed its 

impacts on potable water production at Gihira Water Treatment Plant and electricity 

generation at Gisenyi Hydropower Plant. The study determined the perception of the 

population on the existence of erosion, its impacts, major contributing factors, and 

organisations that contribute in its control in Sebeya catchment; it also characterized the 

catchment for risk of erosion potential, and determined the impact of erosion on Gihira 

WTP and Gisenyi HPP.    
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Chapter two 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1 Introduction  

 

2.1.1 Theory of soil erosion 

 

Soil erosion is physical phenomena that combines detachment, transport and deposition 

of soil particles from the land surface by eroding agent such as water, wind and man 

(Telles, Dechen, Souza, & Guimarães, 2013). Potential of soil erosion is a function 

rainfall intensity, soil type, slope and slope length, land use, and soil conservation 

practices (N. Haregeweyn, A. Tsunekawa, & D. T Meshesha, 2016). In addition, it  

highly depends on political and institutional factors (R.P.C Morgan, 2005). Worldwide, 

soil erosion is among the main factors of environmental degradation; effects of soil 

erosion include: reduction of land productivity, water pollution, destabilization of 

ecological functions, loss of life, etc. (B.Tilahun, 2013).  

Meaningful and effective preservation of water resources is among the key factors of 

social and economic development (K. Fidele et al., 2016; REMA, 2011).  Erosion is 

source of water pollution and sedimentation of water bodies    around the world and 

inadequate land use practices has accelerated the severity of the problem where water 

resources developments are affected (A.G.Adeogun, B. F. Sule, & A. W. Salami, 2016). 

Sedimentation level reflects the watershed management practices, accumulation of 

sediments in rivers causes the  negative effects downstream like reduction of storage 

reservoir necessary for irrigation or hydropower systems, loss of rivers discharging 

capacity and flooding, increase of the cost of producing potable water, deficiency of 

hydro turbines in hydroelectricity projects  (A.G.Adeogun et al., 2016).   
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Sediments 

Soil particles following within water in the river having specific gravity of 2.6 

approximately in the form of clay, silt, sand and gravel are recognized as sediments; 

their main sources weathering of the rock. Some of them are suspended (suspended 

load) or in river bed (bed load), they decrease from the river bed to the water surface 

generally. A given portion settles down in basins and the remaining part pass directly 

to the hydraulic machines downstream. Sediments are of several classes based on their 

sizes (H.P. Neopane, 2010). 

 Table 2.1 Classification of river sediments 

 

Particle Clay Silt Sand Gravel Cobbles Boulders 

Size 

(mm) 

< 0.002 0.002 - 0.06 0.06 - 2 2 ï 60 60 - 250 > 250 

 

Source: (H.P. Neopane, 2010) 

2.1.2 River sedimentation and hydropower development  

  

Sediments are brought into rivers by runoff or flood water, their quantity depends on 

erosion rate. The later has several factors like soil type, slope, soil management 

practices, rainfall intensity and land use of the catchment drained by the river; human 

pressure on land has increased the load of sediments in rivers (K. Fidele et al., 2016). 

Turbine is the crucial component of hydropower plant; its function is to convert 

potential energy of flowing water into mechanical energy , sediments erosion damage  

in turbine results from their dynamic action on metal surface (H. N. Patel, S. K. Singal, 

& , R. P. Saini, 2013). 

From design and maintenance points of view, sediment erosion is among the  key  

challenges in hydraulic turbines (S. Chitrakar, C. Michel and B. S Thapa, 2014). 

Sediments flowing in the river through the turbine are responsible for  sediments erosion 

in its components by wear and abrasive forces which affect the operating conditions in 



11 
 

terms of reduced life span, increased maintenance costs, high frequency of repair 

periods and decreases of total energy production (H. N. Patel et al., 2013; M-W. Kang, 

N. Park, S-H Suh, 2016). These particles are of specific gravity of  2.6  approximately 

and in form of clay, silt, sand and gravels (H.P. Neopane, 2010). Hydropower is of high 

importance for sustainability in power generation.  Unfortunately, most of water 

contains silts which cause abrasive degradation to the machine components; stay, guide 

vanes, turbine blades and labyrinth seals are at risks where runner blades of the turbines 

are most affected (H. N. Patel et al., 2013). 

Different researches using  different models and laboratory tests in domain showed that 

sediments erosion rate in hydro turbines depends on their concentration, type, hardness, 

potential energy of water  and  size distribution (A.K. Bastola & H. P. Neopane, 2014; 

M-W. Kang, N.Park, S-H Suh, 2016).  Sediment control at upstream is crucial to sustain 

infrastructure development, it requires proper erosion control methods which applies 

the principles of integrated watershed management with critical awareness and 

cooperation of stakeholders from all levels (A.G.Adeogun et al., 2016). 

2.2 Theory of abrasive and erosive wear in hydro turbines 

 

When hard particles pass on the surface they cause a certain loss of material, it is defined 

as abrasive wear; The surface suffers from micro cutting, fatigue, gain detachment then 

brittle fracture. When hard particle of microscopic size is causing erosion, angle of 

impingement is low and impingement speed is of 100m/s approximately, in this case 

erosive wear is similar to abrasive wear. In the remaining conditions, abrasive  and 

erosive wears do not resemble and erosive mechanisms dominate (H.P. Neopane, 2010; 

Thapa, Dahlhaug, & Thapa, 2015). In 1960, Finnie has studied erosion on surfaces and 

he has classified the material into two categories as brittle and ductile. It was found that 

the ductile material losing particles by plastic deformation where material is removed 

by eroding particle by means of displacing or cutting action with maximum erosion at 

the jet angle of 30° approximately; whereas impacting particles create cracks which in 
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turn removes material by their interaction for brittle material with maximum erosion at 

angle 90° of the jet (Thapa et al., 2015). 

2.2.1 Sediment erosion in hydro turbines 

 

Abrasive and erosive wear forces impart on the hydraulic machine functioning in water 

containing sediments where the severity depends mostly on their concentration and 

quartz content. The wear causes tremendous economic loss that is demonstrated in 

operation and maintenance costs. Moreover, sediments erosion rate is of many factors 

to be taken into account for better its study like characteristics of sediments (size, 

concentration, shape, hardness, material, etc.); characteristics of fluids (flow rate, head, 

rotational speed, velocity, turbulence, acceleration, impingement angle, temperature, 

etc.) and the material the turbine is made from (chemistry, elastic property, hardness, 

surface morphology) (H.P. Neopane, 2010). 

2.2.2 Factors of sediments erosion in hydraulic machines 

 

1. Fluid characteristics 

 

i. Velocity of water carrying sediments 

Mechanical deformation of the turbine varies in function of both velocity of water and 

particles, the latter depends on the speed of water in which sediments move. At critical 

or threshold velocity, the friction and cutting action do not take place, there is no effect; 

the damage comes like plastic deformation and cutting at the velocity higher than 

critical (H. N. Patel et al., 2013; H.P. Neopane, 2010). 

ii.  Impingement Angle 

Angle between eroded surface and trajectory of the particle before hitting the surface is 

known as impingement angle, in practical purpose jet angle is taken as impingement 

angle of particle which is not the true impacting angle. At angle of 0° the trajectory of 

the particles is parallel to the material surface and erosion is minor (H.P. Neopane, 2010) 
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iii.  Effects of erosion media 

Water or air is referred as conveying media, erosive particles and liquid medium is 

known as slurry. Influence of media in sediments erosion depends on its properties as 

viscosity, density, turbulence and microscopic properties (corrosivity and lubrication 

capacity). Mixing small quantity of lubricants with erosive slurries can reduce its 

effects. Collision efficiency is used to assess effect of the medium, it is the ratio of 

particles that hit a wearing surface to the theoretical number of particles without the 

presence of any medium (H.P. Neopane, 2010)  

iv. Temperature and erosive wear 

Temperature alone is not sufficient to cause erosive wear in turbine, it just softens the 

eroded material to accelerate the erosion wearing process rates because of its big 

correlation with mechanical properties of the material. At higher temperatures in an 

oxidizing medium, corrosion issues occur which further speedup wear process (H.P. 

Neopane, 2010). 

 

 

Figure 2.1 Effect of temperature on erosive wear rate of stainless steel 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

v. Turbulence and erosive wear 

The level of the medium turbulence reflects the particles content as they are likely to be 

present more in turbulent than laminar flow. Within the latter, the path of the sediments 

is parallel to the surface and their impacts become less than in any other type of 

trajectory which many be vertical or inclined (H.P. Neopane, 2010). 

 

Figure 2.2 Effect flow on erosive wear 

 

2. Characteristics of base material 

Life span of the turbine depends on the material it is made from. The base material 

constitutes the main factor in sediment erosion and its choice must be made with care 

so that the purpose of the machine or machine component is met.  That is why it is very 

crucial to consider some properties like hardness, chemical composition, and 

microstructure.  For the components that are subjected to abrasion, such as spiral 

casings, nozzle pipes draft tubes, are made of plain structural steel or castings with 

enough strength; in addition, if their wetted surfaces are protected with elastic coating 

(epoxy, polyurethane based plastics have assessed appropriate to play this role).  

Coating is applicable to new or eroded components (H.P. Neopane, 2010). 
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3. Characteristics of the sediments 

Aspect of sediment properties is very important in erosion analysis but it is not studied 

deeply.  For example, the harder ï sharper sediment is more erosive wear occurs; the 

ratio of sediment hardness to substrateôs one plays a big role. Influence of hardness 

depends on mode of erosive wear taking place whether ductile or brittle, effect is more 

in brittle than ductile mode (H.P. Neopane, 2010).  

i. Size and shape of the particle 

Magnitude of erosion in hydraulic machine is proportional to the particle size 

distribution in the material. This means that, lager particles are aggressive than small 

particles; the material containing quartz even of small size (0.05 to 1mm) also does wear 

away some particles of the machine components that are in contact with the flow. in 

fact, sharp and angular particles are responsible to cause more erosion compared to 

rounded ones. Impacts of sediment is a function of  its energy; the latter depends on 

speed, head and mass of the discharge (A.K. Bastola & H. P. Neopane, 2014).  

ii.  Hardness of the particle 

Hardness of the particle is also one of the most factors favorizing erosion rate. It is 

danger when the hardness value is more than 5 in Mohôs scale. When the hardness of 

the particles is greater than metalôs one, the wear increases because the stronger  the 

deeper in can penetrate in the surface (Padhy & Saini, 2008) 

iii.  Concentration  

Generally, the most important factor in sediment erosion in hydraulic machines is 

concentration of the particles in the flow. The ratio of sediments to the total mass of the 

fluid imparting on the turbine per unit time; for river sedimentation, it is expressed in 

grams per liter (g/l) or parts per million (ppm) by weight is often used that is equal to 

mg/l, 1000ppm is approximately equal to 1kg of water. Based on several studies, there 

is interference between  rebounding and arriving particles, that is why erosive wear is 



16 
 

proportional to sediment dose up to a certain limit; at certain limit wear rates decreases  

(H.P. Neopane, 2010; Padhy & Saini, 2008) 

2.3 Rotating disc apparatus for sediment erosion measurement 

 

Study of Sediment erosion in several parts of  hydro turbine use models and laboratory 

tests (Thapa et al., 2015). Some of these models are  Computational Fluid Dynamics, 

Mathematical models etc. (H. N. Patel et al., 2013; Thapa et al., 2015).  In laboratory 

tests (high velocity type, rotating disc/arm type, centrifugal type), the famous equipment 

for this work is rotating disc apparatus (RDA). The latter has disc or arm that is rotated 

using high-velocity motor; specimen to be tasted is fixed on the disc and submerged 

into the mixture of eroding material and fluid medium (water) (Rajkarnikar, Neopane, 

& Thapa, 2013). Water circulates continuously to cool the housing, after operation 

erosion can be seen on the specimen disc because of its weight loss. RDA has mainly 

four components rotating disc with blade attachments, housing and supporting structure, 

cover and shaft connected to motor (A.K. Bastola & H. P. Neopane, 2014). 

According to A.K. Bastola & H. P. Neopane (2014), erosion rate is the weight of the 

specimen lost per second, it calculated by the following mathematical expression, 

E = (Wi ï Wj ) /( Wi * T) *1000      (mg/g per hour) 

Wi = weight of the specimen in grams before testing 

Wj = weight of the specimen in grams after testing 

T =   Operation time in hours 

2.4 Effects of soil erosion on water treatment 

 

Soil erosion does not only affect agricultural production but also off-site effects are very 

important as well in addressed; offsite impacts are associated to the materials that enter 

the waterways from land surface. Soil erosion can increase the cost of municipal water 

treatment by acquiring additional investments in settling basins, pesticides and 
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pathogens removal, filtration, and removal of several minerals from different source 

like mining sites (Holmes, 1988). 

Variability in water quality impose several economic impacts on human and ecosystems 

health, agriculture and fishery production, recreational activities and so on (Andrew. M, 

2012).  

The factors governing the cost of water treatment system mainly include the quality of 

water source or to be produced, the quantity of water required, the lifespan of the plant; 

moreover, some others factors are advised like space requirements, plant location and 

land acquisition, installation rates, level of system automation needed, operation costs 

(Holmes, 1988).  

2.5 Multivariate analysis 

 

Analysis of data requires the use of statistical techniques where most of them use one 

or two variables of data. It was found that dataset may have more than two variables 

(complex set of data), to analyze such a dataset is possible with multivariate analysis 

which consists of set of methods that can be used when many measurements are taken 

on each individual or object in one or more samples. Measurements are considered as 

variables and individuals as units or observations (Alvin C.R, 2002).  

Historically, Multivariate analysis techniques found to be applied in behavioral and 

biological science with a goal of simplification. With the time, interest of multivariate 

analysis is spread in several fields like engineering, policy making or any other kind of 

decision making, environmental studies, finance, project management, medicine, 

ecology, business, education, literature, mining nursing, psychology, religion, etc. 

(Alvin C.R, 2002). In this approach which uses multivariate statistics dataset is 

composed of values that are function several variables for a given number of treatments. 

Datsets are organized in different format such as, a data matrix, a correlation, a variance- 
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covariance matrix, a sum of squares and cross -products matrix, or a sequence of 

residuals (Alvin C.R, 2002). 

In general, multivariate analysis has mainly two main techniques; the first is analysis of 

dependence where one or more variables are dependent variables (e.g: Multiple 

regression), the second is analysis of interdependence where variables are not dependent 

and it is used for relationships between cases, objects or variables (Khalik, W. M. A. 

W. M., Abdullah, M. P., Amerudin, N. A., & Padli, N, 2013). 

2.5.1 Analysis of Variance ï ANOVA  

 

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) is one of multivariate analysis techniques which uses 

statistical principles (analysis) for testing null hypothesis that considers no difference 

between two or more population means of different groups, this method is often used 

for treatments.  The groups correspond to treatments applied by the researcher to judge 

the level of statistical significance (Eleisa.H, 2009). 

The aim of ANOVA is to judge the statistical significance between groups using F-tests, 

for example Ŭ=0.05 is actually the type I error rate. This means that there is a statistical 

significance when the possibility of getting finding difference associated to the mistake 

between two groups is less than two groups; furthermore, it means that once you run 

two-sample tests 100 times, 5 out of 100 have high probability of resulting the long 

values. By several tests between the both groups you may find a statistically significant 

difference which may not be different actually. This is the principal reason of using 

ANOVA in simultaneous analysis of several groups (Alvin C.R, 2002). 

In ANOVA, random sample of n observations is taken from each k normal population 

with the same variances, the layout is as follow (Alvin C.R, 2002). 

 

 



19 
 

            Sample 1                            Sample 2                                                 Sample k 

         from N (µ1, ů2)               from N (µ2, ů2)     éééééééé from N (Õk, ů2)       

============================================================= 

                y11                                                 y21    éééééééé..             yk1 

                        y12                                                 y22    éééééééé...            yk2 

                 .                                                     .                                                      . 

                 .                                                     .                                                      . 

                         .                                                      .                                                      . 

                Y1n                                                                  y2n   ééééééééé.                ykn 

==============================================================================================

== 

Total         y1.                                                                          y2.                                                                                 yk. 

Mean        ὂ1.                                                                           ὂ2.                                                                                 ὂk.                                                                                 

Variance   Ὓ                                                                          Ὓ                                                                                 Ὓ 

The k population is sometimes considered as groups, and groups correspond to the 

treatments considered by the researchers in the experiment. 

In the previous layout; 

y1.  В ώὭὮ          and     ὂi.  = 
 

 В ώὭὮ         

i = 1, 2, 3, 4é....................k    and   j = 1, 2, 3, 4 éééééén 

According to (Alvin C.R, 2002) in one way models, k groups or samples are considered 

to be independent, the assumption of independence and common variance are necessary 

to work on F-test. The model of each observation is  

 yij = Õ + Ŭi + Ůij  

        = µi + Ůij            

µi   = µ + Ŭi is the mean in the ith population we wish to compare the sample means ὂi , 

with i = 1,2,3é.k to see if they are sufficiently different to conclude  that the population 

means are different. The null hypothesis to test is expressed as Ho: µ1 = µ2 = 

µ3ééééé= µk. If the null hypothesis is true all yij are produced from same 
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population, and we can estimate easily two values ů2. The first is the calculated from 

sample variances (Ὓ,  Ὓ é............  Ὓ ) the population of the group (sample), in other 

words it means within the groups, the second is computed from all sample (group) 

means (ὂ1., ὂ2. éééééé. ὂk.), the ů2
 is calculated as:                                                   

3  
 
В 3  

В В  Ȣ 
      (first value)          

The second estimate of the ů2 which is based on sample means as 

   Ó
В Ȣ ȢȢ

 
    and  ÎÓ

В Ȣ ȢȢ

 
  (second value) 

Overall mean ȢȢ =  
 

 В ÉȢ                                                                                 

During sampling from the normal distribution k samples, ÉȢȟί are independent in each 

sampleȟί, the first value that is of function of ί values is independent of ί which is 

function ὂi values. It means that ί depends on the variability within each sample, that 

is the reason why ί estimate ů2 whatever the null hypothesis (Ho) is true or not, 

consequently E (ί) = ů2 in any case. Definitely, the ratio of ί and ὲί results in F ï 

statistics because they are independent from each other. 

                                                                F =  

2.5.2 Tukey Test  

 

Tukey test is the Post Hoc Analysis for ANOVA where the samples are of the same 

size, its suitable when the analysis of variance proved the statistical significance of the 

population of different treatments.  This test is very important because it helps to 

conclude which treatments are different from others that the ANOVA does come across. 

This test compares means of population using Q, where Q is calculated and compared 

to Qcv; if the Q is greater than Qcv the means of pair are significantly different (Tukey, 

Ciminera, & Heyse, 1985) 
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Q = 
  

Ⱦ

 ,  Mean X represents large mean and mean Y represent small mean 

in pair of means under consideration. Qcv is obtained from its distribution table. This 

table uses number of means and degree of freedom within groups to be able to draw the 

value of Qcv. Tukey Test in one-sided because only the positive side is considered 

(Tukey et al., 1985). 
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Chapter three 

MATERIALS AND METHODS  

 

Research findings depend on many factors, among which data availability and used 

methods are perceived to play a big role. The study used primary and secondary that 

was collected either on site or from institutions (B.Tilahun, 2013). Desk 

review/Documentation technique was used to collect data on the study areas through 

consulting different sources such as books, internet, statistical bulletins, governmental 

publications, information published or, data available from previous research, case 

studies and library records, online data analysis offered by the media, web sites, and the 

internet. 

 

3.1 Description of study area 
 

Sebeya catchment is one of the sub-catchments of Congo Basin located the western part 

of Rwanda. It has an area of 365 km2 approximately (1.38 percent of country area) (M. 

Omar, 2014), (REMA, 2011), a region that is characterized by high altitude, heavy and 

abundant rainfall throughout the year and steep slopes (REMA, 2015). Itis one of the 

densely populated areas in the country where people around the natural reserves are 

responsible of their destruction due to seeking of other option of livelihood (Kisioh. H, 

2015). High percentage of the population is under poverty line in Sebeya catchment. 

Environment issues are at critical point and some of them are erosion and land slide 

which are caused by inappropriate mining (artisanal), inappropriate agricultural 

practices/overexploitation of soil, conversion of forest land to livestock grazing areas 

(Gishwati), deforestation which has resulted in Siltation to rivers (M.O. Elsa, 2015), 

gullies, reduction in soil productivity, land degradation, damages of hydropower plants, 

destruction of settlements in high risk zones. Flooding, for example occurs in Kanama 

and Nyundo sectors in in Ribavu Distrtict which causes Road and bridges destruction, 
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river bank destruction, flooding of agricultural areas (MIDMAR, 2015; REMA, 2015). 

Figure 3.1 shows the location of Sebeya catchment in Rwanda. 

 

 

Figure 3.1 Location of Sebeya Catchment in Rwanda. 
 

Sebeya catchment contains two main rivers: Sebeya and Pfunda. These rivers are the 

source of water supply for Gihira water treatment plant, Gihira, Keya & Sebeya 

hydropower plants; and indirectly (through WASAC) for the brewery of BRALIRWA 

in Ruvabu. The catchment includes the district capital of Rubavu (Gisenyi) which is one 

of the six secondary cities of Rwanda with increasing demands for potable water and 

energy. Apart from the main paved road, other roads are of varying quality, and the 

majority of them are vulnerable to damage from heavy rainfall, floods and landslides 

(M. Omar, 2014). The catchment cut across four districts: Rubavu, Rutsiro, Ngororrero 

and Nyabihu.  Sebeya catchment is strongly reliant on rain-fed agriculture both for rural 

livelihoods and exports of tea and coffee because fishery activities in Lake Kivu are not 

part of major economic activities  (M. Omar, 2014; M.O. Elsa, 2015)   
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3.1.1 Issues and challenges of water resources in sebeya catchment 

3.1.1.1  Quality  of water in Sebeya River 

Pollution point of view, surface water in Rwanda is polluted by human activities 

(anthropogenic) like agriculture, mining and unformal settlement and unsafe waste 

disposal methods.  For Sebeya river system, the first three are the most concerned. 

3.1.1.1.1 Agricultural  activities 

 

Sebeya River is located in populated area where people livelihood depends mostly on 

agriculture. The cause of water quality pollution due to agriculture is related to the use 

of fertilizers, insecticide, manure and sediment transport. The rate of fertilizers use is 

not high due to the soil fertility compared to insecticides for the purpose of increasing 

land productivity (NPK, urea, etc.), but this has resulted in some kind of change in water 

characteristics, of course by erosion because these chemicals are soluble to get into 

surface water indirectly by runoff.  Nutrients like nitrogen content in the manure also 

get into the rivers easily where the buffers zones are very small. (NUR, 2012). 

The famous case in loss of land cover in Rwanda is the destruction of Gishwati forest. 

A given part of this has been occupied by human in terms settlement and farming; this 

has changed soil stability and structure so its capacity to soil erosion resistance has 

decreased. This natural forest is the most and best in Sebeya river catchment; 

unfortunately, due to the stated problem areas around the tributaries of this river become 

flooded with a considerable amount of sediments (NUR, 2012). 

3.1.1.1.2 Deforestation of Gishwati Forest Reserve 

 

Gishwati forest is located in one of populated areas of western province just in south of 

volcano park at the altitude ranging from 2000 to 3000 meters above sea level. 

Moreover, the big part of Gishwati forest if found in Rutsiro District within its four 

sectors: Kigeyo, Ruhango, Nyabirasi and Mushonyi (Kisioh. H, 2015). From 1933, 

Gishwati has been put on list of main forests in Rwanda. About one hundred years ago, 



25 
 

Gishwati was at the second class in size amongst indigenous forests in Rwanda with an 

area of 100,000 hectares.  In 1970ôsô, its area was only 28,000 ha (approximately one 

fourth of original area) and 61.1% of its area was depleted due to anthropogenic causes 

(cattle grazing and resettlement of refugees, farming). Deforestation of the forest 

continued seriously because the covered area by 2002 was 2 % (600ha) of its area in 

1970ôs. Figure 3.1 gives an over view of deforestation of Gishiwati forest. The forest 

plays several functions such as ecological, biodiversity, socialïeconomic values, buffer 

for water resources and soil erosion and with the time these functions have been 

decreasing (Kisioh. H, 2015). 

According to Kisioh. H (2015), ecological function of this forest is for Rwanda but also 

for many of African country because Gishwati intercepts precipitation for Nile and 

Congo Basins knowing that forests regulate the river flow to ensure the annual flow this 

forest is essential for water and electricity provision for several factory and communities 

in north-western of the country. It also buffers Sebeya River system by filtering 

agricultural runoff. In addition, this national reserve produces organic material to 

fertilize soil and recycle soil nutrient, this is very important for water pollution control 

and it decreases the quantity of chemical that could been in use in water treatment 

process. Shelter of bird species was a part of it, but number of them has kept on 

decreasing within the time. 
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Figure 3.2 Showing the magnitude of deforestation of Gishiwati forest 
 

Impacts of deforestation of Gishwati forest are not only experienced on the site but also 

at several kilometers downstream. Truly speaking, Sebeya River is water source for 

Gisenyi hydropower plant, Gihira water treatment plant and BRALIRWA brewery 

(main brewery in the country) which in turn most of people in the locality depend on 

these infrastructures are located in this area apart from the beer and electrical power 

produced (Kisioh. H, 2015). 

One the of examples is where soil erosion has polluted river and its tributaries at coffee-

brown level, this has forced hydraulic and water-dependent factories to close for several 

months each for maintenance purpose, mostly cleaning the mud out equipments; a such 

case has been noted at Gihira Water Treatment Plant in Rubavu District (Kisioh. H, 

2015). 

From 2002 the Government of Rwanda took initiative to restore the forest (for example 

the area of the forest has been increased to 1484 ha between 2008 and 2011) but it still 

faces some challenges like demographic pressure in the locality, high dependence on 
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agriculture, mining activities, charcoal making, firewood collection, animal grazing and 

timber harvesting (Kisioh. H, 2015; NUR, 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.3 Timely area shrinkage of Gishwati forest 

Source: Kisioh. H (2015) 

3.1.1.1.3 Afforestation of Gishwati forest 

 

After several disasters like floods and landslides which carried away many lives 

including human beings in the area, different projects have been initiated to restore the 

forest functions.  The projects have been implemented by the government of Rwanda 

or by cooperation of the country and international organization. Many techniques have 

been adopted like agro-forestry, radical terracing, progressive terracing and live mulch 

from that moment the forest is regenerated progressively. Some of these projects are: 

the first is PAFOR Project which has used agro-forestry to increase Gishwati size from 

600 hectares to 886 hectares  between 2005 to 2008; the second is Giswati Water and 

Land Management Project that has been launched by MINAGRI and funder by the 

Government of Rwanda, its goal was to restore the fragile ecosystem and to improve 

the community involvement in sustainable land use  by application of modern 

agricultural and animal husbandry methods; the third was Gishwati Area Conservation 

Program from 2008 to 2012 to expand the real area  of Gishwati forest, the project was 

implemented though the cooperation of Rwanda Environmental Management Authority 

and Great Ape Trust where the expected outcome was about Rwanda Conservation Park 
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creation, restoration of ecosystem services in safeguarding the quality of water, 

decreases soil erosion rate and flooding, increase the number of biodiversity with 

special interest of chimpazees and boost rate of income from ecotourism without 

ignoring the priority of investment  and community employment in the area; the fourth 

is The Forest of Hope Association (FHA)  which Non-Governmental Organization  at 

Rwanda Nation level was established in 2012 for the conservation purposes, it focuses 

local communities engagement  to rise up the level of their ownership and participation 

in the management of the forest. Activities of FHA  include education on conservation, 

mitigating crop raiding, increasing the level of the living standards and favorizing 

research (Kisioh. H, 2015). 

3.1.1.1.4 Mining activities in Sebeya catchment and their effects on Sebeya River 

 

According to OAGSF (2015), work that acquires  excavation of the surface and 

subsurface for the purpose of exploiting and processing minerals is known as mining. 

The subsoil of Rwanda is rich in granite-related ore deposits that contain minerals like 

cassiterite, niobotantalite, wolframite, beryl, spodumene, amblygonite, monazite, gold, 

etc. mining activity has started in 1930ôs with Belgians and expanded over the years. 

Today private investors are working in mining industry where the government works 

on regulation and policy making rather than investing in mining projects. Mining sector 

is amongst the key priorities for economic growth in Rwanda. 

Mining is adversary- significantly causing environmental degradation in terms of water 

pollution, resources depletion etc. This activity carried out in several parts of the country 

has consequently affected the soils of hill and marshes, where erosion rate has been 

increased to overload the marches and rivers (OAGSF, 2015). 

Office of the General Auditor General of the State Finances has done audit on mining 

activities in 2015 because of different environmental reasons mainly, here below there 

are some of them such as: 
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a. Increase in mines production means increase in environmental destruction, the 

projected income was estimated to triple by 2017 from 2012. 

b. Present severe environmental problem regarding some mining activities like: 

disposal of soil and sand into water while separating impurities from minerals, 

loss of forests cover, use of inadequate methods in minerals extraction and illegal 

mining activities, a considerable number of open pits abandoned or still under 

exploitation which are responsible to high soil loss during rainy season. 

Moreover, environmental concern lack of management of the top soil from mining 

operation, erosion control plan of mine sites, deterioration of Gishwati and Mukura 

forest because of illegal mining activities, operation of mining activities in rivers,  lack 

of facilities to capture waste water and tailing from minerals washing sites (OAGSF, 

2015). 

Sebeya is one of the rivers that are vulnerable to pollution because of the mining 

activities, the table 3.1 highlights the status of the pollution from Ngororero District 

only. 

Table 3.1 Mining companies from Ngororerro District and their contribution to water 

pollution of Sebeya river 
No River  Destination  Mining operators Observation  

1 Bikoneko Muhanda Sebeya NRD and SFX Washing, dumping 

tailing  
and soil 

2 Gaseke Muhanda Sebeya NRD and SFX Washing, dumping 

tailing  

and soil 

3 Gugano Muhanda Sebeya NRD and SFX Washing, dumping 
tailing  

and soil 

4 Humiro Muhanda Sebeya NRD and SFX Washing, dumping 

tailing  

and soil 

5 Rongero Muhanda Sebeya NRD and SFX Washing, dumping 
tailing  

and soil 

6 Humiro Muhanda Sebeya NRD and SFX Washing, dumping 

tailing  

and soil 

7 Sebeya Muhanda Sebeya BECHA, NRD and 

SFX 

Washing, dumping 
tailing  

and soil 

      Source: OAGSF (2015) 
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The audit carried out by Office of the Auditor General of State Finances ( 2015), has 

listed   the mining operators  without license and  environmental impact assessment, 

see table 3.2. 

 Table 3.2 Status of mining companies is Sebeya catchment 
 

No Company/cooperative 

/individual name 

Perimeter District  License number Expiry 

date 

1 BOCCA 1207 Ltd. Gatyazo Rubavu 0259/16.01/MINIREN 

A/2012 

28/08/2016 

2 Cooperative de Development 

et d'Exploitation Miniere de 

Musasa (CODEMM) 

Rundoyi Rutsiro 0337/MINIRENA/2011 18/01/2015 

3 FUTURE PROMOTION 

COMPANY Ltd 

Rusumo Rutsiro 0197/MINIRENA/2014 23/06/2018 

5 MUPENZI MINING 

COMPANY 

Rugamba  Nyabihu 0076/MINIRENA/2014 17/01/2018 

6 MUYIRA MINING 

COMPANY Ltd 

Nyamibomb

we 

Rutsiro 0182/M.INIRENA/2014 24/06/2018 

7 SOCIETE MINIERE DE 

KANAMA  

(SOMIKA) ltd 

yungwe-

murambi 

Rubavu 0110/MINIRENA/2012 03/01/2016 

8 CEMIR Gaseke Ngororero 0308/MINIRENA/2012 10/02/2016 

       Source: OAGSF (2015) 

Land use practices in Sebeya catchment  has imparted on water quality at critical point, 

the table 3.3 shows part of the results of the research carried by NUR (2012) on water 

quality monitoring in 2012. Water quality parameters have been measured; the 

researchers have selected different points of Sebeya River and some of its tributaries.  

Most of the values were very high compared to the standards. Even if the Government 

of Rwanda has started to conserve Gishwati forest from 2002 through different 

programs, the studies have showed more concerns regarding water resources 

management in Sebeya catchment, especially Sebeya river (NUR, 2012). 
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Table 3.3 Water quality parameters monitored in Sebeya river and its tributaries 

between October and November 2011  
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Temperature °c 17.80 17.6 15.7 17.2 Ambient 

Ph _ 7.53 7.58 6.57 6.55 6.5 - 8.5 

Turbidity NTU 675 644 44700 6310 5 

Conductivity µS/cm 134 148 140 17.7  < 1000 

Total suspended 

solids 

mg/l 397 530 8520 450  < 30 

Total Nitrogen mg/l Na Na Na Na  < 3 

Total Phosphorus mg/l 0.34 0.48 1.66 0.47  < 5 

COD mg/l 32.1 28.7 567 81.2  < 50 

BOD mg/l 10.05 13.4 44.9 20.13  < 30 

Dissolved oxygen mg/l 7.29 6.7 6.91 5.7 5 

Copper mg/l Nd 0.05 0.02 Nd 0.1 

Zinc mg/l 0 0 0.02 Nd 3 

Iron mg/l 2.8 2.05 0.84 6.89 0.3 

Manganese mg/l 0.112 0.08 Nd 0.491 0.1 

total hardness mg/l CaCO3 52 98 Na 110 250 

faecal coliform Cfu/ 100 ml 816 206 212 210 4 X 10 2 

e-coli Cfu/ 100 ml 8 X102 510 212 520 4 X10 0 

Source: NUR (2012) 

3.2 Determining the perception of the local people and administration on the 

existence of erosion and its impacts on the population and the surrounding 

environment  

The perception of the local people in Sebeya catchment and staff of the institutions 

dealing with water resources and environmental management was studied. 

Questionnaire was used to sort for their perceptions. Some 30 people were interviewed 

because of limited time; these include local people, people working at the Gisenyi HPP 



32 
 

and Gihira WTP. The interview focused in determining the followings: Biodata of the 

interviewees, existence of erosion in the catchment, and the impacts of erosion both 

onsite and offsite within the catchment. The results of the interviews were presented in 

tabular forms and details explain.  

Data obtained from questionnaires were analyzed basing on biodata of respondents like 

age, education level, field of studies and experience. The second aspect of interest that 

was tackled on was regarding existence of soil erosion, the most elements of concern 

were: magnitude, factors (such as deforestation, slope, rainfall, farming methods, 

mining activities, informal settlement, type soil), effort put in place to control, 

contributors in control of soil erosion, the role of WASAC Ltd and Prime Energy Ltd 

in awareness of soil erosion in the catchment considering that they own some of the 

plants in the locality. The third referred to the impacts of soil erosion, generally on: 

decrease in land productivity, soil loss, water pollution, death, house destruction, others; 

moreover, specific impacts were addressed on Gihira WTP and Gisenyi HPP. At Gihira 

WTP, questionnaire focused on: increase in cost of water treatment, increase of 

maintenance cost, damage of physical components like conveyance structures, and 

intake, reducing the amount of water purified, intermittent water supply. At Gisenyi 

HPP, more interest was on: increase of maintenance cost, damage of physical 

components of the plant like conveyance structures, and intake, turbines, reduction in 

amount of electricity generation. 

3.3 Characterization of the catchment in terms of parameters influencing 

erosion  

The Sebeya catchment was characterization based on parameters that determine the 

erosion potential. These include that parameter that made up the modified Universal 

Soil Loss Equation they include intensity of rainfall, soil type, land cover and 

management practices, and slope (K. Fidele et al., 2016). Others are elevation, and 

slope.  
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Digital Elevation Model (DEM) was use in ArcGIS environment to delineate the 

catchment (see Figure 3.4 for the flow chart of the procedure). Digitize layers of the 

parameters were clipped to create several maps that were used to characterized the 

erosion potential of the catchment. considered the factors of erosion appeared in 

Universal Soil Loss Equation (USLE) which characterize Sebeya Catchment to account 

the determinants of potential of soil erosion. Different maps were generated and /or 

collected as secondary data collected such as topographical map (from digital elevation 

model), soil map (capture soil type in the area), land use map, precipitation, distribution 

of the population in terms of density throughout the catchment. All of these were 

necessary for analysis of rainfall erosivity factor, Soil erodibility factor, Slope factor, 

Slope length factor and cover management factor (K. Fidele et al., 2016). The 

combinations of these factors produce work to generate the removal of the soil and these 

results in a given type of erosion (rill, shit, gully).  Soil erodibility factor was taken into 

consideration for soil characteristics on soil erosion process for a given rainfall; slope 

and slope length factor depends on the nature of the slope of the terrain; cover 

management factor is function of land use and management principles; rainfall erosivity 

is of rainfall intensity and more of type of climate elements (Clay & Lewis, 1990). From 

all mentioned above that govern erosion, the perception on soil erosion in Sebeya 

catchment was better understood by interpretation of the map showing erosion rate in 

different areas of Rwanda modelled using GIS (REMA, 2010).  
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3.4 Assessment of impacts of sediments transport on the power production of 

Gisenyi HPP  

Sediments transported by water affect the performance of hydropower stations in the 

areas where their content is high (H. N. Patel et al., 2013). Usually the amount of 

sediments transported by a river is high during the raining season. The impact of 

sediment transport on power production was accessed. It is well known that the amount 

of electricity generated at a hydropower is directly proportional to the product of 

available discharge and head. This product is expected to be high during the raining 

season and therefore it is expected that more electricity can be generated during raining 

season, anything contrary to this might be as a result of not being able to use the 

available water for power generation and this could be as a result of excessive sediment 

that affect the working  

3.5 Assessment of impacts of sediments transports on potable water production 

at Gihira WTP  

Management of natural resources in sustainable manner is one of the critical issues that 

every country is obliged to address effectively looking at historical events, having clear 

information of change in land use is very important in land management and 

management of water resources in the country (FAO, 2013). In Rwanda during raining 

seasons some water treatment are oblige to stop working temporarily because of high 

amount of sediment transported by the water. Assessment cost of water treatment as 

compared by the amount of the sediment transportation by Sebeya River was conducted 

to access the impact of sediment transport on the water amount of water produced. The 

variables considered were characteristics of raw water, cost of potable water production, 

raining and dry seasons.  

Impact of soil erosion are felt even by water quality, the movement of pollutants from 

the land ends up to transport sediments into rivers, streams, lakes,  marshlands on daily 

basis (B.Tilahun, 2013). The impacts of Sebeya river sedimentation on water treatment 

at Gihira WTP was studied by consideration of season calendar, cost of portable water 
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production, raw water characteristics and rainfall. The changes in all considered data in 

their respective seasons was compared and correlated. To produce the part of 

assessment results; the mentioned steps here below was fallowed.  

 

Tukey Test was used as post processing of ANOVA to know which pairs of means are 

statistically- significantly different from one another go get the final conclusion 
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Chapter four 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

4.1 Perception of the local people and administration on the existence of erosion 

and its impacts on the population and the surrounding environment 

 

4.1.1 Biodata of respondents 

The analysis of questionnaires data shows that the biodata of respondents is good 

enough to provide reliable information about perception on erosion. More than 80 % of 

the respondents are at least 21 years or more; more than 60 % have secondary school 

education including more than 40% with bachelor degree; more than 22 % had 

experience of about 1 year to 20 years in the field of in water and environmental sciences 

or hydroelectricity (see table 6.4). About 23.33 % of respondents were female.  

Table 4.1 Biodata of respondents 
Sex 

        

Male 23 
       

% 76.67 
       

Female 7 
       

% 23.33 
       

Age 20 

years         

21-35 

years       

36-40 

years   

40 ï 

50years            

above 50 

years 

   

 
4 16 8 1 1 

   

% 13.33 53.33 26.67 3.33 3.33 
   

Education Primary 

school            

Secondary 

school              

A1  A0 Masters  
   

 
7 6 3 10 0 

   

% 23.33 20.00 10.00 33.33 0.00 
   

Studies in Water and 

Environmental Sciences: 

        

 
3 

       

% 10 
       

Studies in hydroelectricity and water supply 
       

 
5 

       

% 16.67 
       

Experience in Domain 1 2 3 4 5 5-10 10-20 > 20 
 

2 2 1 
 

1 0 2 1 

% 6.67 6.67 3.33 0.00 3.33 0.00 6.67 3.33 
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4.1.2 Existence of soil erosion 
 

Unilaterally all respondent both the local people and administration agreed that there 

the problem of erosion in Sebeya. However, they varied in their perception of its 

magnitude, where 10% of the respondant think it is law, while 50% and 37% said it 

moderate and severe respectably.  Majority of the respondent agree that the main factors 

contributing to erosion in the catchments are deforestation, slope, rainfall, farming 

methods, mining activities, informal settlement and type of soils Table 4.2. 

About 46.67% perceived that erosion is increasing while 53.33 % consider it decreasing. 

This might be because of the location of the respondents as various erosion control 

activities are taking place at various locations in the catchment. The result shows that 

central and local governments contribute to erosion control. Majority of the respondent 

do not know whether or not WASAC and Prime Energy Ltd contribute in erosion 

control, however they agree that the two companies contribute in afforestation to protect 

buffer zones, sensitization of the community and stabilization of slopes by using 

gabions (see table 4.3).  
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Table 4.2 Existence of soil erosion  
 

  
Total  Percentage 

(%) 

Do you think there is erosion in Sebeya catchment? Yes 30 100.00 
 

No 0 0.00 

 If yes, how do you quantify it magnitude?  Low 3 10.00 
 

Moderate 15 50.00 
 

Severe 11 36.67 

If yes, what does cause it? Deforestation 26 86.67 
 

Slope 27 90.00 
 

Rainfall 26 86.67 
 

Farming methods 25 83.33 
 

Mining activities 13 43.33 

 
Informal human settlement 19 63.33 

 
Soil type 22 73.33 

Does it increase with the time (rate)?       Yes 14 46.67 
 

No 16 53.33 

Is there any effort put in place to control (reduce) 

erosion?  

Yes 28 93.33 

 
No 2 6.67 

If yes by whom?   Government 25 83.33 
 

NGOs 0 0.00 
 

Development Partners 0 0.00 
 

Local People 26 86.67 
 

Others 0 0.00 

Is WASAC contributing in erosion control the 

Sebeya Catchment?  

Yes 7 23.33 

 
No 4 13.33 

 
I donôt know 19 63.33 

If yes how Afforestation 3 10.00 
 

Construction of channel by 

gabions 

2 6.67 

 
Sensitization  4 13.33 

Is Prime Energy Ltd contributing in erosion control 

the Sebeya Catchment?  

Yes  4 13.33 

 
No 4 13.33  
I donôt know 22 73.33 

If yes how? Afforestation 1 3.33 
 

Construction of channel by 

gabions 

1 3.33 

 
Sensitization  3 10.00 
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4.1.3 Impacts of soil erosion 
 

Local people and the administration aware of the impacts of soil erosion on environment 

and the water resources development in Sebeya catchment. All the respondents have 

agreed that erosion is source of more than one issue that environment and infrastructures 

are facing. For example, the responses showed that soil erosion is responsible of 

decrease in land productivity, soil loss, water pollution, deaths, house destruction etc. 

(see Table 4.3). 

The vulnerability of Gihira water treatment plant from erosion was found high, more 

than 80% of the respondents agreed that the challenges to that infrastructure are 

composed of increase in cost of water treatment, increase in maintenance cost, damage 

of physical components like conveyance structures, and intake, reduction in amount of 

water purified, intermittent water supply. Furthermore, 6.7 % donôt know which kind 

of impact that the water treatment plant is subjected to. This may be due to the fact that 

they are not aware of the process of water treatment including how raw water are 

obtained. 

Gisenyi HPP was also found to be affected by sediment transport as a result of soil 

erosion. About 70% of the respondents knew some of the problem HPP is facing as a 

result of erosion, these include: increase in maintenance cost, damage of physical 

components of the plant like conveyance structures, intake, turbines, and reduction in 

amount of electricity generation. About 96.7 % of respondents appreciated the 

contribution of the Government in cooperation with local people in control of soil 

erosion in the catchment; but the local community and owners of infrastructures call 

upon the governmental (at high percentage, more than 86 % of the respondents) 

institutions in charge of environment to increase their level of intervention with the 

focus on financial support, capacity building and others (protection of buffer zones, 

provision of waste disposal sites, and ensuring proper cooperation WASAC and Prime 

Energy Ltd in the protection Sebeye river, etc.) (see table 4.3).  
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Table 4.3 Impacts of soil erosion 
 

  
Total   Percentage (%) 

Do you think there are issues from soil 

erosion?  

Yes 30 100.0 

 
No 0 0.0 

If yes, what are they Decrease in land productivity 20 66.7  
 Soil loss 19 63.3  
water pollution  30 100.0  
 Death 28 93.3 

 
House destruction 27 90.0  
Others 1 3.3 

Do you think Gihira water treatment plant is 

affected by erosion 

Yes 25 83.3 

 
No 

 
0.0 

 
I donôt know 5 16.7 

If yes what are the effects? Increase in cost of water treatment 25 83.3 
 

Increase of maintenance cost 24 80.0 
 

Damage of physical components like 

conveyance structures, and intake 

25 83.3 

 
 Reducing the amount of water 

purified 

25 83.3 

 
Intermittent water supply 25 83.3 

 
 I donôt know 2 6.7 

Do you think Gisenyi hydropower plant is 

affected by erosion?  

Yes 21 70.0 

 
No  0 0.0 

 
I donôt know 9 30.0 

If yes what are the effects? Increase of maintenance cost 19 63.3 
 

Damage of physical components of 

the plant like conveyance structures, 

and intake, turbines 

21 70.0 

 
Reduction in amount of electricity 

generation 

20 66.7 

 
I donôt know 0 0.0 

Do you think there is need for protection 

against erosion in Sebeya catchment? 

Yes 29 96.7 

 
No 1 3.3 

If yes, what do you think is needed to support 

erosion protection in Sebeya Catchment? 

Financial assistance 26 86.7 

 
Capacity building  28 93.3 

 
Others (state it) 5 16.7 
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4.2  Characteristics of Sebeya catchment in terms of parameters influencing 

erosion 

4.2.1 Contribution of Rainfall  to Erosion in Sebeya Catchment 

Rwanda enjoys bimodal rainfall with two raining seasons in a year. The mean annual 

rainfall is about 1200 mm/year and varies across the country from west to east. The 

altitude of the country ranges from 900 to 4500m and it is responsible for moderate 

tropical climate with annual average temperature of about 200 C. Western province of 

the country, where Sebeya catchment is located, has the highest annual precipitation 

compared to other four provinces. These raises the erosion potential of the catchment 

as rainfall is one of the major contributing factor to erosion. Sebeya catchment annual 

average temperature ranges between 150c and 170 C. (REMA, 2015).  

Seasons in Sebeya catchment and Rwanda 

There are four seasons in Rwanda two raining seasons and two dry seasons. Though 

there is rainfall throughout the year in the west of the country two obvious raining 

seasons that are long raining season that extent from February - May and short raining 

season that extend from October to November.  The long dry season stands for the 

period June to September and short dry season from December to January (REMA, 

2015). The variability of rainfall is show in Figure 4.1, Figure 4.2 and Figure 4.3.  

 

Figure 4.1 Monthly rainfall at Gisenyi from 2004-2015 
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Figure 4.2 Monthly rainfall at Kabaya station  

 

 

Figure 4.3 Monthly rainfall at Nyabihu station  
 

Generally, there are two peaks that are normally observed in between May to April and 

October to November, though these peaks keep changing in the resent years which 

might be due to climate change. The variability can was observed in Sebeya catchment 

between 2011 to 2015, and itaffected the rainfall distribution pattern in the long run, the 

total months of the period that could produce higher or lower intensity experienced the 

fluctuation. In addition, the amount was higher generally except in the month of July 

which kept on producing the smallest quantity of annual rainfall. 
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Descriptive analysis of rainfall: Rubavu district (2010 to 2015) 

Rubavu metrological station (Gisenye Airport) is is located at longitude 29.25, latitude 

of - 1.66 at an elevation of 1554 m. Based on the analysis of the rainfall data from 

Gisenyi Airport metrological station it was found that there was fluctuation in either 

mean values of monthly rainfall or total annual rainfall between 2010 and 2015. There 

was either increase or decrease in monthly rainfall, exception was found in the month 

of July where the rainfall intensity has been increasing from 2010 to 2012 and 

decreasing in 2013 keep on increasing up to 2015. Referring to the table 4.4; there is 

higher difference between the monthly rainfall and their corresponding mean in every 

year, the computed standard deviation values were found to be higher which means that 

instability was very high. The worst case was in 2012 with standard deviation of 75.9and 

best case was found in 2011 with the standard deviation of 42.504. 

 

Table 4.4 Monthly rainfall in mm, mean and standard deviation at station of Gisenyi 

Airport from 2010 to 2015 

   
JAN FEB MAR APR MA JUN JUL AU SEPT OCT NOV DEC MEAN STDEV 

2010 66.2 195.2 237.1 139.6 139.2 75.1 3.8 35.6 118 202.2 154.8 109.4 123.02 69.825 

2011 80.4 53.4 170.6 111.1 132 86 29.7 107.2 174.6 114.4 126.3 122.5 109.02 42.504 

2012 17.5 54.7 104.8 229.1 159.4 40.4 53.2 68.9 178.7 247.7 131.9 73 113.28 75.935 

2013 38.5 81.2 222.6 136.8 42.6 5.9 9.2 158.3 169.8 86.5 
 

132.9 98.57 71.013 

2014 141.4 105.9 123.4 96.1 3.7 117.7 15.8 97 105.5 129.1 151.8 139.8 102.27 46.788 

2015 34.7 74.7 111.7 110.7 144.4 143.2 20.9 15.8 103.7 244.6 177.4 138.8 110.05 67.114 

 

The runoff depends on rainfall intensity, the energy of raindrops breaks the soil surface 

to produce and disperse soil particles. The greatest erosion is observed during short-

duration with high intensity rainfall, the significant amount of soil loss is noticeable 

when these events are cumulated over time (Telles et al., 2013). Annual rainfall in 
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Sebeya catchment is equal or above to 1200 mm and agriculture activity is practiced 

during rainy seasons where the tillage of land exposes and facilitates soil erosion in the 

area. 

4.2.2 Variation in elevation and its contribution to erosion in Sebeya Catchment 

Length of Sebeya River is about 48.38 km and runs in the direction of north-western 

from 2660 m above mean sea level into Lake Kivu at 470 meters above mean sea level 

in Congo basin. About 80 percent of this land is on high altitude which is above 2000 

meter above sea level (msal) with the maximum valueof 2950 masl. The distribution of 

elevation in the catchment is presented in Figure 4.4. term of (a) elevations, (b) contours 

and (c) slopes distribution.  

  

a. Elevation distribution b. View of contours  

 

 

c. Slopes distribution  

Figure 4.4 Topographical map of Sebeya catchment 
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Erosion is also severe depending on the nature of the slopes; naturally, the steeper the 

slope of the ground is, the more the amount of the soil is lost by water erosion. 

Moreover, the length of the slope also affect the erosion process, if short lengths are put 

together can increase the amount of oil loss due to accumulation of runoff (Telles et al., 

2013).  

The elevation of the catchment ranges from about 1460 m.a.s.l. to about 2980 m.a.s.l. 

(Figure 4.4) compared to the altitude of the country which varies from 900 m to 4500 

m (REMA, 2015). The slope in the catchment ranges between 0 % to 42 % where the 

most part of the catchment is characterized the slope fluctuating between 6% and 42 %. 

Its nature in topography  and slope exposes the catchment to soil erosion; in addition,   

the four districts of contributing flow Sebeya catchment area are among the 11 districts 

that are very highly susceptible to land slide hazards at national level due to slope and 

slope length responsible for velocity and scouring of soil particles  (MIDMAR, 2015). 

This makes the potential of erosion and mass movement very high in the catchment. 

4.2.3 Soil types and its contribution to erosion in Seveya Catchment 

 

Except for the northern part of the catchment which is located in the lava region, the 

catchment features a dense drainage network with steep slopes draining predominantly 

mature, deeply weathered soils with high infiltration rates. The catchment watershed is 

dominated by a granite basement aquifer with a highly permeable volcanic and basalt 

layer in the north. The granite aquifer has low storage capacity. The volcanic and basalt 

layer on the contrary has excellent infiltration, storage and transmission characteristics 

to the extent that permanent surface water courses are almost absent. Also, the soil 

characteristics in the Sebeya catchment show high infiltration rate, the soil 

characteristics are dominated by deeply weathered, well drained, erodible tropical soils 

and dark surface layer soils originating from volcanic materials with high infiltration 

capacity during rainfall. Map of soil characteristics are provided in Figure 4.5. 



46 
 

.  

Figure 4.5 Soil map of Sebeya catchment  
 

Referring to Rwanda soil map produced in 1981 at scale of 1/250000, there are four 

types of soil based on the percentage of material concentration: gravel, sand, silt and 

clay (MIDMAR, 2015), area laying in Sebeya catchment is characterized by mostly 

gravely, a certain portion sand and silt and very small part by clay. By consideration of 

Figure 4.5, several types of soil appear such Andosol, combisol, ferralsol, histosol, 

nitisol, acrisol, arisol, lixisol, clay with low infiltration rate, mineral soils conditioned 

by flat topography. 

The ability of the soil to resist to erosion depends on soil erodibility factor, the latter 

depends on type and texture of the soil. The faster infiltration is, the higher the organic 

matter content is, and the more soil structure is improved, the less the soil is vulnerable 

to erosion. Sand, sandy loam and loam-textured soils tend to be less vulnerable than silt, 

very fine sand, and certain clay textured soils (Phuong, Shrestha, & Chuong, 2017). The 

susceptibility of soil to erosion was found to be less in terms soil characteristics for 

Sebeya catchment, that helps in reducing the erosion potential in the catchment. 
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4.2.4 Land use variation and contribution to erosion in Sebeya catchment 

 

The main components of land use in the catchment are agriculture, mining and livestock 

grazing land. Agriculture is rain fed and it occupies 62 percent of the total catchment 

area; most part of Gishwati forest has been transformed into grazing land. Different 

mining sites are also within the area, these activities have accelerated erosion process. 

The forests cover 11 percent of the total area and artificial irrigation (wetland irrigation) 

is not very important with no part of land from wetland is in use. Population derive 

livelihood from agriculture, mining and livestock (Mumyaneza, 2014). Different 

features of landuse on Figure 4.6 in different proportion of occupied area, include 

natural forest, forest plantation, natural open land, irrigated/agriculture in wetland, 

rainfed agriculture, built-up area, open water, livestock area. 

The land use reflects the land cover (type, quantity and extent), the disturbance of soil 

structure and erosion potential (Phuong et al., 2017), the better is the land cover the 

more resistance of the soil is because there is high reduction in rain-drop energy 

imparting on the soil and velocity of the runoff (B.Tilahun, 2013). Effectiveness of 

vegetation cover depends on management method, the level of its availability 

throughout the year and season type (Telles et al., 2013).  

It was found that there is high disturbance of the vegetation cover in the most part of 

Sebeya catchment that happens during or closer to rainy season due agriculture activities 

taking places, its combination with rainfall contribute to high rate of erosion in the 

catchment.  
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Figure 4.6 Land use map of Sebeya catchment 
 

4.2.5  Population distribution and it contribution to erosion in Sebeya 

catchment 

 

As mentioned earlier Rwanda is the densest populated country in Africa and Sebeya 

catchment is one of the highest populated catchment in the country (Figure 4.7),. There 

is a significant urban population part (a quarter of the population) located in the northern 

part of the catchment (sectors Rubavu, Nyakiliba, Rugerero and Gisenyi). The sectors 

along the shores of Lake Kivu and along the main road from Rubavu to Musanze are 

very densely populated with more than 1000 hab/km² while the sectors in the highlands 

of the south-east show lowest population density in the bracket of 250 to 500 hab./km². 

The population is young with over 40% of the population younger than 15 and almost 

55 % of the population is below 20. The total female population exceeds the male 

population by about 9 %. The population is predominantly rural (74% pop.). Although 














































































